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Krog Bar %% > ¥
112 Krog St.
Open Mon-Thu 4:30-midaight;

Fri & Sat 4:30 p.m.-2 a.m,
Ne reservations (404-524-1615)
Credil cards: AE, V, MC, DC 51058

Restaurateuns love 1o play Monopoly and
occupy the real estate closest (o them before
competitorns get a foothald This somctimes
leads to tamible decisions, but i the caswe of
Koevin Rathbun, establahing a timy wine bas in
the super-cute detached bulding overbooking
his restaurant seems Ble o beilliant idea

Jurst bike Mario Batali's Bar Jamon in
Mew York, Krog Bar shouldn't be consid-
ered 3 dining spol. Ose coald cram 100
wosth of delicious duck draure 2z
{crusthess trinngular lealian tea sandwiches),
crudi, almonds, and olives info one’s mouth
and still crave a bow! of spaghetti at the end

Krog Bar is that rarity in America, let
alone Aflanta: a true tapas bar, & place to start
or end the evenmg with a bat of inspired
drmhugudnﬁthgmumdupwdm

interaction raiher than dating mph
m—t—:n: You may have to share o counter -
beight table with perfect strangers or belly up
10 aslim ledge The pocket-sume patia will have
wiou ehieek-by-jowl with like-minded folka

The Johnson Siwdo has done & marvelous
;|nl:rd" an industrial-chic formes
ice into & European bar of
mm vinkage Amber globe lights,

beawifully displayed bottles of wine lend
glamour 1o & space that focls intimate but
ian"t expenenced as cormy OF romantic

Thie first thing yous shoubd turm 10 is the
“l vine™ ude of the menu, Forty-five selec-
ticae, most of them Spanih or French, come
with all the information you peed to make an
educaied choice A witly column entitlod “If
You Like™ advises those wha love dirty
martinis that they wll probably be hapgry
trying A manzasdla shemry. A Lorinon crianzs

tempranillo is recommended 1o those who
normally favar fruitier rich pinots noirs, and a
Ribers dol Duero Contado de Haza has an
effect samilar to & “bricklike cab.” And for
those who really ke 1o get 10 lenow wines,
the staff likes 10 pour bintle tasies before they
introduce & particular glass

Mlhiﬂﬁddmwwufm

rella with chili ofl and sea salt, fennel with
sundried tomato, grilled artichokes with
saffron asoli, and white anchovy filets with
lemon and extra-virgin olive od

Peaple who mrrive fmished may want to
start with a linile ramekin of nearly Bguid
chicken liver mousse with cava gelée and
keep asking for more bread. A companson
of cuted hams ix a worthy exercise on an
cmpty stomach displayed lovingly on the
bar and shoed by hand, the Spanish serrana
and the Tialian peosciuito di Parma assen
ther very dilfarent natures. Chorizo, lomo
[;pq:m-un'adpﬂclunj.mpprm

calabrese, bregaods, and & wonderful
ﬂuhﬂudll.uuﬂdmymamb:
ordered separately of combined imo a
piccoleaffesear

A small selection of cra includes alu
mna with sundried apricot vinegar and Tus-
can ofive ol and yellowtail with piquillo
peppers, chile odl, and sherry vinagrene, both
populsr nexd door

Some people cat cheess af the beginning
of s meal. We don't. The proper place for
Krog Bar's Cabsales Blue, Mahon, ldiazabal,
foma, eic is afler we have come back from a
cheeseless restaurant and want 1o hangg out
with a great glass of wine and a few of our
favonite tases o the workd

We don't know that people should be
encouraged to cat desserts in & Lapas bar, but
for 1hose wha want a litthe something swoet,
there is debcious bomemade cherry gelato
end & chocolale bruschetta sprinkled with
flavor-enhancing salil




